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Term 4 2017 
 
A WORD FROM THE  
VICE PRESIDENT 
 
The year has certainly flown by at Box Hill South 

Pre-School. I can remember the start of the year 

like it was yesterday! 

I have personally found it quite rewarding to have 

been a part of the managing committee this year. 

The teaching staff and volunteer parent committee 

were such a great team and everyone was willing 

to go above and beyond particularly in times of 

need. Lots of great social and fundraising events 

were organised and the executive committee 

focused on continuing to further improve the 

kinder.  

Thank you to all the parents that participated in 

the annual Parent Satisfaction Survey. We 

achieved a response rate of 40%, which was 

double that compared to last year. The results 

indicated 100% overall  satisfaction with the 

kinder service, which is great news!  

Pam and her team have been busy with preparing 

the 4-year old Kangaroo Group for school 

readiness, writing transition statements and 

reports for the parents. We wish the children all 

the best with their next phase of development as 

they move to ‘big kid’ school.  

Yolanda and Geraldine were also busy assisting 

the 3-year old Platypus and Wombat Groups 

develop their independence, social skills and 

budding numeracy and literacy skills.  

Sadly, Geraldine will not be continuing with the 

kinder in 2018. We wish her the best in her new 

endeavours. Also, congratulations to Yolanda who 

is expecting her first baby! She will be finishing up 

this year before going on maternity leave. We also 

wish you health and happiness Yolanda during this 

exciting time of your life!  

Thank you all for your support and assistance, 

which has made 2017 such a successful year. It will 

be great to see what the new year has in store!  

Lily Kovacevic 
Vice-President, BHSPS Managing Committee 
  

 
 
DIARY DATES 
 

Date Event 

1 Dec Christmas Party at the kinder (6.00-
8.00pm) 

19 Dec Wombat Group last day 

20 Dec Platypus Group last day 

20 Dec Kangaroo Group - Blue, Orange and 
Yellow last day 

21 Dec  Kangaroo Group - Green and Purple 
last day 
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KANGAROO GROUP NEWS 
4-YEAR OLDS 

 
 
Thank you: 

It’s hard to believe that we are in the last few 

weeks of our kindergarten year together. Spring 

has almost turned into summer and we are finally 

enjoying some lovely warm weather. We’re filling 

up our rock pond, creek bed and water trough for 

plenty of water play- floating boats and ducks, 

making dams and channels, building roads, 

making cakes and drinks - and just enjoying the 

special feel that cool water brings to everyone 

during these warmer days! 

 

The children are all very excited about their recent 

school orientation sessions and have been very 

keen to share all their thoughts and ideas about 

school with us. But at this time of the year it is 

vitally important to remember, that the children 

are not at school yet and that they are still very 

much kinder children and that this should be 

embraced and continue to be celebrated. The 

children still need to have large parts of their day 

where they can play, explore and BE kinder 

children. 

And what a busy and exciting year it has been for 

everyone in our group! Our 45 happy, caring, 

confident, chatty, creative, friendly, fun, 

imaginative and now very independent group 

members have been a delight to teach. We will 

miss them all but are happy knowing that they are 

now confident and enthusiastic learners, with 

wonderful skills that they can use throughout their 

life! We wish them well for the next step in their 

journey of learning and hope that they will visit us 

in the future and let us know how they are going!  

 

But now with only 4 weeks to go we are indeed 

heading into celebration mode and will be 

celebrating many things like a great year together, 

the arrival of summer, birthdays, friendships and 

anything else we can think of celebrating including 

Christmas. 
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Kangaroo Diary Dates  

Wednesday 20 December: the last session of the 

year for our Blue, Orange and Yellow Kangaroo 

Group Children. On this day from 11.30am-2.30 

pm we will be having a very special end of year 

PARTY CELEBRATION SESSION. Parents and 

other family members are invited to join our 

celebration party session at 2.00 pm for a few 

songs and other surprises. 

Thursday, 21 December: the last session of the 

year for our Green and Purple Kangaroo Group 

Children. On this day from 8.30 -11.30pm we will 

be having a very special end of year PARTY 

CELEBRATION SESSION. Parents and other family 

members are invited to join our celebration party 

session at 11.00 am for a few songs and other 

surprises. 

 

Thank You  

Staff will be at the kindergarten on Friday, 22nd  

December cleaning and preparing for next year 

should anyone need to see us. 

We would like to thank all our wonderful parents 

and other family members who have helped out in 

so many ways. As always it is very much 

appreciated.  

To our fantastic Parent Management Committee – 

the biggest thank-you! All the time and energy 

you have given is much appreciated. We could not 

do what we do without you!  

Have a Happy Christmas, a safe holiday and a very 

successful year in 2018 and in the future. 

Pam, Keron & Lee 
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WOMBAT & PLATYPUS  
GROUP NEWS 
3-YEAR OLDS 

 
 
 
 
Hello families, we welcome you to the final 
newsletter for 2017. Wow, how fast did the year 
go by! Term four has seen the three-year old 
kinder children display a greater level of maturity 
and interdependence that has developed over the 
course of the year. In particular, their growth in 
confidence and in building upon relationships with 
different individuals has become more evident 
throughout each day. 

 

This term we continued to see our children 
develop their emerging autonomy, inter-
dependence, resilience and sense of agency. As 
we observed them in their play, we saw how they 
demonstrated to increasingly co-operate and work 
collaboratively with others. This term especially, 
we saw how our three-year olds would often join 
in to play as a large group – in particular, when we 
are outdoors. They would all play a game of hide 

and seek; make cakes/pies for each other in the 
sandpit and cubby house; pretend to be 
superheroes and villains… the list goes on! The 
children have definitely built some great 
friendships with each other over the year.  

Geraldine and I have seen children’s persistence 
and perseverance develop so much – I was 
thinking back to the start of the year where we 
would be helping the children frequently on the 
climbing frames. However, now the children tell 
us, “watch me climb this!” and do so with great 
confidence! Over the months, they have persisted 
in learning to put on their jackets and do up their 
zips, as well as pack their own bags for home time 
– we can see in their faces the happiness they 
show as they recognise their individual 
achievements!  

The children have been further developing their 
sense of belonging to groups and communities 
over the term. We have been having two daily 
group times in which much conversation, 
discussions and sharing take place. Children have 
been learning about RESPECT - to listen to each 
other during group times as well as respect each 
other’s opinions and ideas. Further, we have seen 
them co-operate with others and negotiate roles 
and relationships in play episodes and group 
experiences. In the children’s play, we have been 
talking about fair and unfair behaviour. We have 
discussed how ‘sharing is caring’ and that it is fair 
to share. Our three-year old children have been 
developing in this area and it has been heart-
warming to hear and see our children learning to 
engage in more sharing and turn-taking 
behaviours – “you can have a turn after me”, 
“here you can have this car”. The children have 
further been developing in their capacity to act 
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with compassion and kindness – helping each 
other in various ways.  

Linking to this, we have been talking about 
TEAMWORK: that we all help each other pack up 
the room, and when we do, it is so much quicker! 
When children have been hurt by others, we have 
discussed the feelings and behaviours – in order 
for the children to gradually learn to ‘read’ the 
behaviours of others and respond appropriately. 

With the warmer weather that we have had, the 
children have been engaging in much outdoor 
play in the natural environment. We have provided 
equipment and resources for much water play as 
well as sand pit equipment for the children to use. 
The children have been interested in our beautiful 
garden and the plants that are growing. This term, 
the children participated in planting some 
sunflower seeds. In this process, we talked about 
plant growth and what is needed. They were keen 
in watering these seeds, taking turns to water 
them, and watching these grow.  

 

Another activity the children loved this term was 
making a volcano! The children in their 

imaginative play were into dinosaurs and making 
volcanoes with sand and water. From this, we 
decided to experiment with the group by making 
a ‘real’ volcano with lava, outside in the sandpit. 
We loved how the children reacted to this and 
exclaimed, “more, more!” During this activity, the 
children learnt about hypothesizing and predicting 
what might happen; sharing their observations 
with each other and talking about how come 
sometimes the lava from the volcano erupts 
stronger than other times and what ingredients 
may have caused this.  
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What Geraldine and I have noticed this term 
especially is the children’s interest in writing their 
names, or giving it a go by making a mark. Making 
marks in various ways teaches children that signs 
and symbols communicate meaning; drawing and 
scribbling lead to writing. It is important to keep in 
mind that when children are at this stage, the 
process of learning is far more important than the 
final product. Children at this age learn that their 
name is powerful. It sets them apart from others 
and makes them special! Children become 
interested in the sound and look of their name. 
They often tell us they are finished with their 
picture, and proudly show us how they wrote their 
own name! We are very proud to see them do this 
and celebrate with them – a great achievement! 

Our group time each day incorporate much 
storybook reading as well as discussions – where 
children are provided opportunities to share their 
thoughts and express any questions they have. In 
this time, we have continued discussing the day of 
the week, the month, the season and weather. 
They are all very excited about December – I’m 
sure we all know why!  

Before I wrap up, I would like to acknowledge and 
say a very big thank you to our fabulous parent 
committee. Without you, the committee, we 
would be unable to run our program as smoothly 
and effectively as we do. Whether it be through 
our hard-working committee, fundraising or with 
help with kinder duty, our parent support enriches 
not only the children’s kinder experience but also 
strengthens our community.  

 

To all the families, we would like to thank you 
again for all your wonderful support, 
encouragement and feedback throughout the 
year. Geraldine and I have loved each day with 

your children; we have loved seeing them learn, 
grow, mature; we have enjoyed their company, all 
the joy and laughter that they bring, and the 
knowledge they have also taught us! 

I would like to thank Geraldine, the most amazing 
assistant! I have been very privileged spend my 
working days with Geraldine and thank her for all 
her hard work each day. As I finish up the year 
before going on maternity leave, Geraldine will 
also be finishing up her time with us at Box Hill 
South Preschool. I wish her well for the new 
adventures that lie ahead!  

 

Last but definitely not least; thank you to all the 
fabulous children this year, who have all been 
valued members of our 3-year-old kinder groups. 
We hope you have enjoyed your year and we wish 
you well for your next step in your journey of 
learning. 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas break, stay safe and 
all the best for 2018! 

Yolanda & Geraldine 

 

Wombat & Platypus Diary Dates 

Tuesday 19th December: Wombat group Christmas 

Party and last day 

Wednesday 20th December:  Platypus group 

Christmas Party and last day 
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MAINTENANCE NEWS 
 
Maintenance days are as easy as 1, 2, 3! 

Order ONE big truck - squeeze it through the 

gate. 

 

Deliver TWO zero (20) cubic metres of pine chips. 

 

Get the help of at least THREE strong dads! 

 

Thank you to all those who helped keep the kinder 

looking great (inside and outside). 

Nigel Goodman                                    

Maintenance Co-ordinator  
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SOCIAL AND FUNDRAISING NEWS 
 
Term 4 has been action packed with a whole host 
of events and fundraising initiatives.  
 
Tea Towels Fundraiser  

The Tea Towel Fundraiser was extended to the 
first week of term and we are pleased to report we 
raised $246 for the kinder. We hope you love the 
beautiful self-portraits each child drew for the 
commemorative tea towel. If you missed out on 
ordering one please phone Jessica De Smaele on 
0403 370 597. The tea towels are perfect 
Christmas gifts for parents, relatives and special 
friends.   
 
Kew Traff ic School 

Despite a wet start to the morning, we still had a 
number of families attend our session at Kew 
Traffic School on Sunday 22 October. The children 
loved riding and scooting around with their friends 
and learning about road safety. We raised $75 for 
the kinder.  
 
Children’s Kinder Photos  

Photography business Aver and Line ran photo 
sessions with the children the week of Monday 30 
October. From Monday 27 November you will 
receive further details on how to view and order 
your photos online via a password protected 
gallery. Aver and Line has fantastic options such as 
albums, digital files, key rings and designed prints. 
Some possible Christmas gifts! See 
www.averandline.com.au   
 
 
 
 

Bare Foot Bowls and Silent Auction Annual 
Fundraiser 
 
The major fundraiser for the year took place on 
Saturday 11 November at the Bennettswood 
Bowling Club. Guests had a great time socialising 
and barefoot bowling and there was some healthy 
competition with the bidding on the auction items! 
We managed to raise $1,955 for the kinder, 
which is a fantastic outcome. The night wouldn't 
have been possible without the assistance from 
the volunteers at Bennettswood as well as all our 
sponsors who generously donated auction items: 
 
• Aqualink - Box Hill and Nunawading 
• Box Hill Golf Club 
• Coles Group 
• Collingwood Children's Farm 
• Eastern Gymnastics 
• Empowered Health 
• Fit n Fast - Forest Hill 
• Graham Watt MP, Member for Burwood  
• GymbaROO - Box Hill North/Surrey Hills 
• Hawthorn Football Club 
• Healthways Recreation Centre - Mont Albert 

North 
• Julia Banks MP, Member for Chisholm 
• Kallista Dance Academy 
• KX Pilates - Balwyn North 
• Melbourne Museum 
• Palace Cinemas 
• Phillip Island Nature Parks Australia 
• Piccoli Portraits 
• Puffing Billy Railway 
• Ready Steady Go Kids 
• Studio Z Photography 
• Upstage Dance Wear 
• Verve Portraits - Surrey Hills 
• Wattle Park Golf Course 
• Windmill Educational Toys and Equipment 
• Vintage Cellars 
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• Zoetis Australia  
• Zoos Victoria 
 
We'd also like to give a shout out to Kate 
Roberston one of the Kangaroo mums who has 
recently had her third child and kindly agreed to 
assist with finding sponsors. Stellar effort Kate! 
Thank you!  
 
End of Year Christmas Party 

The End of Year Christmas party will be held at the 
kinder on Friday 1 December between 6.00pm 
and 8.00pm. Bop till you Drop will be providing 
some fun disco entertainment for all. There will be 
a gold coin donation required per family and it's 
BYO picnic and drinks. Please see the invitation in 
your kinder pockets and don't forget to RSVP near 
the sign-in books.   
 
Thank you to the staff and families that supported 
our fundraising and social events in 2017, 
including those that volunteered at the Bunnings 
BBQ in Term 1. The funds raised will help provide 
new and exciting resources for our children. We 
greatly appreciate your support.    
 
Jessica De Smaele and Claire Beresford-
Wylie 
Social and Fundraising Coordinators 
 
Loyalty Programs   

Did you know that you can easily help our kinder 
raise funds by simply shopping at our locally 
affiliated businesses and mentioning Box Hill 
South Pre School?   

• Toy World Forest Hill   
• Wattle Park Pharmacy   
• Aussie Farmers Direct   
• Windmill Educational Toys & Equipment   
• Stuck on you  

Jessica De Smaele and Claire Beresford-Wylie 
Social and Fundraising Coordinators 
 
 
REMINDERS 
 
Food allergies 
 

  
 
Some children have serious food allergies. Please 
do not send your child to kinder with any food 
containing nuts, or nut products (e.g. 
Nutella),  or eggs ( including hard boiled 
eggs). 
 
Waiting in the foyer 
 
Our kindergarten shares the Box Hill South Family 
Health Centre building and it is important for us to 
respect that many other people use the facility by 
being quiet and considerate when waiting in the 
foyer area. Please keep the walkway and reception 
counter clear and only wait outside our door or 
directly in front of the kitchen area. Please also 
arrive on time when collecting your child as staff 
only have a short amount of time to prepare for 
the next session. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to  “Like” us  on Facebook to  

be kept up to date with k inder news,  

upcoming events and photos!  


